
LCC 2218L: Literary and Cultural Postmodernism 
 
Prof. Lisa Yaszek      Email: lisa.yaszek@lcc.gatech.edu 
Office/Phone: 306 Skiles; 404.894.1022   Office Hours: MW 3-4 & by appt.   
         
Course Overview  
This class will introduce you to key authors and directors associated with American literary and cultural 
postmodernism. After briefly reviewing the tenets of realism and modernism, we will explore representative 
postmodern literature, films and television shows. Throughout this course we will specifically examine how 
authors and directors use the literary trope of the detective to make sense of life in an increasingly high-tech, 
information-saturated world. By examining important postmodern works in the context of their cultural 
moments, we will attempt to answer questions such as: What is postmodern literature? What cultural concerns 
and aesthetic techniques become prominent in which kinds of postmodern writing, and why? Finally, how 
does the figure of the detective change over time, and what does this tell us about changing cultural and 
aesthetic issues? 
 
Please note that this is a reading and writing-intensive course; students will be required to read up to 200 
pages of literature per week and to write about this literature in a variety of online and real-time contexts 
throughout the semester. 
 
Required Texts at the Georgia Tech Bookstore  
• Henry James, Turn of the Screw • Michael Joyce, afernoon, a story (CD-ROM) 
• Thomas Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 49 • Art Speigelman, In the Shadow of No Towers 
• Ishmael Reed, The Last Days of Louisiana Red  
 
Required Readings in the Georgia Tech Electronic Library (GTEL) Reserves 
<http://www.library.gatech.edu> As your reading schedule notes, we will also look at essays and short stories 
that I have posted with GTEL. To receive full participation credit on days when we are discussing these texts, 
you must download copies of the materials in question and bring them with you to class. To get to reserved 
readings, go to the URL listed above and click on the “Course Reserves” tab. Click on “Online Reserves” and 
then enter your GT Account ID and password. Once you’re in the reserves, the instructions for getting to our 
readings are self-explanatory. 
 
Supplemental Materials on WebCT < http://webct.gatech.edu>  
WebCT is an asynchronous online course tool that Tech professors and students use to supplement the real-
time classroom. I will post class syllabi, writing assignments, and exam keys on WebCT. I will also put a fun-
and-games folder on our class page with some cool links to relevant topics. Please feel free to post your own 
links there as well. To get to WebCT, go to the URL listed above. At that point you will be invited to log in. The 
rest is self-explanatory.  
 
Assignments and Grading: You will take two in-class exams and write one 5-7-page paper for this class. 
Instructions for these assignments will be given at appropriate times in the semester. You will have ample 
opportunity to discuss all assignments with me and with your peers before they are due; thus, ALL GRADES 
FOR THIS COURSE ARE FINAL—I will not listen to any arguments that your grade should be improved after 
the fact. Please note that failure to complete any major component of the course may result in failure of the 
course as a whole; if you are having difficulties meeting class requirements, please talk to me immediately—
again, I will not listen to arguments after the fact. The following are the percentages for each assignment: 

• Online Research Assignment 10% 
• Exam 1    25%   
• Exam 2    25%  
• Final Paper   30% 
• Participation   10%  

 
Participation: First of all, participation assumes presence; that is, you must show up to class on time on a 
regular basis. I will allow you three free absences to do with as you please, but you will need to use them 
wisely because I do not distinguish between excused and unexcused absences.  Beginning with your fourth 
absence, your overall final grade will be lowered by 50 points for each absence. (For example, a 920 (A) would 



become an 870 (B) if you were absent four times.) If you miss six or more classes, I reserve the right to fail you in the 
course as a whole. If you have an illness or family emergency that prevents you from attending class, contact me 
as soon as possible (preferably by email). If you are late for class, it is your responsibility to make sure that I 
don’t record you as absent. If you miss a class for any reason, it is your responsibility to find out what you 
missed before the next class.  
 
In addition to attendance, your participation grade will be based on the following criteria: 

• Doing the readings and assignments 
• Actively participating in class discussions and assignments 
• Actively participating in all small-group activities (workshops, etc.) 

 
Your participation grade will be negatively affected by any forms of behavior that disrupt the classroom 
experience, including: 

• Failure to do the readings 
• Failure to be courteous to others when talking in class or posting to WebCT  
• Disrupting class in nonverbal ways (Reading the paper, checking your cell phone, doing homework, or 

sleeping in class. If you get caught doing these things you will be counted absent for the day.)  
 
Please note that I don’t really expect us to experience chronic participation problems but that if they do arise, I 
also reserve to the right to institute pop quizzes and similarly annoying tasks. 
 
Students with Disabilities should self-report to the Access Disabled Assistance Program for Tech Students 
(ADAPTS) through any of the following channels: 
ADAPTS 
220 Student Services Building 
Atlanta, GA 30332-0285 
404.894.2564 (voice)/404.894.1664 (voice/TDD) 
http://www.adapts.gatech.edu/guidebook.html  
 
Scholastic Dishonesty and Academic Misconduct: All of the writing you submit for this course must be your 
own. If I suspect you of plagiarizing all or part of a project, (passing off someone else’s writing as your own), I 
will submit your name and the particular project to the Dean of Students, who will then take the appropriate 
disciplinary action. The Georgia Tech honor code (http://www.honor.gatech.edu) defines academic 
misconduct as: 
• Possessing, using, or exchanging improperly acquired written or verbal information in the preparation of 

any essay, laboratory report, examination, or other assignment included in an academic course;  
• Substitution for, or unauthorized collaboration with, a student in the commission of academic 

requirements; 
• False claims of performance or work that has been submitted by the claimant; 
• Alteration of any academic grade or rating so as to obtain unearned academic credit; 
• Deliberate falsification of a written or verbal statement of fact to a member of the faculty so as to obtain 

unearned academic credit; 
• Forgery, alteration, or misuse of any institute document relating to the academic status of a student. 
 
Miscellaneous: Ultimately this is your class, so if you have any suggestions for readings, films, or activities 
that you think might supplement our studies—or if you have any ideas about how to better organize our 
existing time and activities—please feel free to share them with me. Every semester I try to shape the course 
schedule in accordance with the needs of that particular class, so I really do value your input. 



LCC 2218L: Literary and Cultural Postmodernism 
Spring 2006 
Schedule 1.0 

 
The Roots of Postmodernism: Psychological Realism, Modernism, and the Detective 
M 1/09 Introductions; review syllabus; brainstorm: what is detective fiction? 
W 1/11 Edgar Allen Poe, “The Murders in the Rue Morgue”. Available at 

<http://www.poemuseum.org/selected_works/rue_morgue.html>. 
F 1/13 Henry James, Turn of the Screw  
   
M 1/16 No class: official school holiday 
W 1/18 Henry James, Turn of the Screw  
F 1/20 Henry James, Turn of the Screw; In-class screening, Aqua Teen Hunger Force, episode TBA. 

Research Assignment #1 handed out in class today. 
   
M 1/23 T.S. Eliot, The Waste Land  
W 1/25 T.S. Eliot, The Waste Land  
F 1/27 John Huston, The Maltese Falcon 
   
M 1/30 John Huston, The Maltese Falcon 
W 2/01 John Huston, The Maltese Falcon 
F 2/03 John Huston, The Maltese Falcon. Research Assignment #1 due to professor by email at 2 

pm today. 
   
High Postmodernism: Fabulation, Canonical Revision, Historical Revision, and POSTcyberMODERNpunkISM 
M 2/06 Thomas Pychon, The Crying of Lot 49  
W 2/08 Thomas Pychon, The Crying of Lot 49  
F 2/10 Thomas Pychon, The Crying of Lot 49;  
   
 
M 2/13 Joyce Carol Oates, “The Turn of the Screw” 
W 2/15 Joyce Carol Oates, “The Turn of the Screw” 
F 2/17 In-class screening, SeaLab2021, episode TBA 
   
M 2/20 In-class review for exam 1 
W 2/22 Exam 1 in class 
F 2/24 No class: independent reading day 
   
M 2/27 Ishmael Reed, The Last Days of Louisiana Red 
W 3/01 Ishmael Reed, The Last Days of Louisiana Red 
F 3/03 Ishmael Reed, The Last Days of Louisiana Red; in-class screening of The Boondocks, episode 

TBA 
   
M 3/06 Ridley Scott, Blade Runner 
W 3/08 Ridley Scott, Blade Runner 
F 3/10 Ridley Scott, Blade Runner 
   
M 3/13 Ridley Scott, Blade Runner; Discuss final project assignment in class. 
W 3/15 No class: professor at conference 
F 3/17 No class: professor at conference 
   
M 3/20 No class: spring break 
W 3/22 No class: spring break 
F 3/24 No class: spring break 
   
Contemporary Postmodernism: Feminist Fiction, Hypertext Writing, and Post-9/11 Fiction 
M 3/27 Sara Paretsky, Killing Orders  
W 3/29 Sara Paretsky, Killing Orders 
F 3/31 Sara Paretsky, Killing Orders 



   
M 4/03 Michael Joyce, afternoon, a story 
W 4/05 Michael Joyce, afternoon, a story 
F 4/07 In-class screening, Robot Chicken, episode TBA. Project proposals due to professor by 

email at 2 pm. 
   
M 4/10 Art Speigelman, In the Shadow of No Towers 
W 4/12 Art Speigelman, In the Shadow of No Towers 
F 4/14 In-class review for exam 2 
   
M 4/17 Exam 2 in class today 
W 4/19 In-class screening (class choice) 
F 4/21 In-class screening, (class choice) and wrap-up session. 
   
M 4/24 No class: individual conferences with professor 
W 4/26 No class: individual conferences with professor 
F 4/28 No class: individual conferences with professor 
   
M 5/01 All final projects due to professor by email at 5 pm today. 
 
 

 


